One of my favorite hymns is number 383 in our hyhiitas is a Day of New Beginningslhe
meaning and power of it is even more appropriagetane like this with a pastoral change. As yad|a
| begin our first days together as pastor and cagpfion, we both will move on from our past relatio
ships as distant friends with loving memories.

This is a day of new beginnindsne to remember and move pn
time to believe what love is bringing, laying tetréhe pain that’s gone.

For by the life and death of Jesus, God’s mightyitSpow as then,
can make for us a world of difference, as faith ange are born again.

Then let us, with the Spirit's daring, step frora ffast and leave behind
our disappointment, guilt, and grieving, seekingvmpaths and sure to find.

| want you to know that | already know that no reatiow hard | may try, | will not be eveny-
thing you will want or need. You need to know tB&phenis going to be a lot different frotevein
many ways. Even the most self-assured of us kinaivlieing a pastor means you cannot do it aJ:, o)
you do the best you can with what God’s given y@od’s church is too big, too multifaceted for any
one pastor to do it all right. | will do some thspetter than your previous pastors, and | alsoitaldm
will not meet up to all of their wonderful gifts drgraces. | do promise that | will bring all thaar,
and will ask God to provide what | cannot do onamyn. | need you to do the same.

That is the beauty of the Methodist way.

Because instead of living with the same pastord&rades like some other denominations,|you
get the opportunity to cherry-pick the best tr&iten a number of pastors in that same time fraifigs
pastor brings you this skilthat pastor satisfies that need, while the next pagbto come can tea¢h
you something that you never even expected. Alabse we change pastors regularly.

Sure it's not easy. Believe me, as we pack forsewenthmove in the ministry, know. | know
that it becomes hard to look at getting usedrtotherpastor, because we get comfortable, we get sgt-
tled, we like the ways things are. Remember - yaxeho learn about me, but | have to learn aboQt|40
of you! Comfort is good, but we must never fordetttGod calls us to new things, new challenges and
new opportunitiesBehold, | makall things neware the words Christ said to the church in Revataii
twenty-one. New is not a curse, new is not somegthe be avoided, it is God’s blessing, it is God’s
grace, itis life.

This is a day of new beginnings!
Stephen
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